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A message was received from the House, informing the Sen-
ate that the House had passed a bill (originating in the Senate)
to create the 16th Judicial District and define the time of hold-
ing courts therein, with amendments.

On motion of Mr Allen, the bill was taken up and amend-
ments concurred in,

On motion of Mr Hill, the resolution passed by the Housa to
appointa joint select committee to make arrangements for the
inauguration of the Governor and Lieut. Goveruor elect, was
taken up and a committee ordered to be appointed on the part of
the Senate,

Messrs. Bryan, Pirkey, and Superviele were appointed said
committee,

A biti for the reliefof the Buffalo Bayon, BrdZos and Colora-
do Railway company, or their assignees in certain cases, together
with the substitute offeced by Mr Taylor of Fannin, was read
and substitute adopted.

On motiou of Mr Palmer, the bill was amended by striking
out “June 1856,” aud inSerting * January 1857.” The bill
was then ordered to be engrossed, :

On motion of Mr McCulloch, the rule was suspended, biil
read a third time and passed.

A bill for the reliet of Valentine T. Dalton, read third time
and passed, ‘

A bill for the relief of the heirs of John Baily ; read third
time and passed.

A bill for therelief of James Lamb; read third time and
passed.

A bil) for the relief of lra B. Dement; read third time and
passed,

Onr mation of Mr Martin, the Senate adjourned till 9 o’clock
A. M, o-morrow worning. -7

WEeDxESDAY, December 19th, 1855,

The Senate was called to order pursttant to adjournment.

Prayer by the Chaplain—roll called~—quorum pesent. The
Journal of yesterday was read and adopteré.

A message was received from the House informing the Senate
ofthe adoption of the following resolution : o

Resolved, That with the concurrence of the Senate, a com-
mittee of five, three from the House and two from the Seaats be
appointed by the presiding officers of each House, whose duty 1t
shail be to visit the Penitentiary at Huntsville, and examine into
the condition of the same and report to the legislature during
its present session. .
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Committee on the part of the Iouse, consisting of Messrs,
ilittrel];, MeCownp and Crabbe.

Mr Millican presented the memorial of Wm. Oldham ; refer-
ved to the committee on clalms and acconnls,

Mr Martin presented the memorial of 3. C. Wells and IL
Jitehel, administrators of David R. Mitckel ; relerred to the
commitice on the Judiciary.

Mr Caldwell presented the petition of Phillip Howard ; refer-
sud 1o the commiitee on public tands.

Mr Potter, chairman of the commiitee on the Judiciary, o
which was referred a * bill to be entitled an aci te change the
s e of holding the conr inthe 18th Judicial District,” reporied
ihe same back with a substiiuie therefor, recommending 1he
adoption of iie-substiiate and the passage of the bill.

Mr Superviele, frous the committee on the Judiciary, made
tie fallowing report:

The committee en the Judiciary to which was referred the pe-
ution of Jose De Jesns Rodriguez, nrayving for relief, have con-
sdered the same and Gnd from the evidence that the petitioner
wvas the legitimate child and sole heiratluw of Jose De Jesus
Dodurigaez and Jauna Trevine s wife ; that suid petitionerwas
borg o San Autonrio at the beginting of the year 1835 and hos
atwups becn o vesident of thiy  State : that his futber the said
Jose De Jesus Rodrivaez, was » citizen of the Siate of Texas,
on the day of the deelaration of Independence, and a head of
fandty ; was enittled to a league and labor of land; that it ap-
pearsirein a cerlificaie delivered by the General Land Conunis-
sioner, that there is 1o evidence o file in his office that said
Jose De Jesus Rodsizuey over obtained a title from the State of
Corbnle and Texas, nor a certificate of the first or second  class
reeomnended to him, or other evidence that lre obluined » head
vight from the Republic or State of Texas; that the soid Jose de
Jeses Rodrizaez volunteered his services i fuvor of the libertiy
ang independence of ilte country; thet he oskan nctive prig i
thé war from ils be;:iu'n‘i::g ; that ie was nt the stormang of Bex—
+w, quld tontinued i the serviee of the Texan Army till lic was
!eihed- at the crofelng of thi: Colorado iny the monily of May 1536
that the petitioner whs left an orplinn and thal ag sueh hg i
#enely erttded o all the rights of which his deceased ¥ather
was possessed a1t the ddte of his death, undar tHe 10t seetiop of
the geaeral provisions of the constitation of the Republic of
Tegast thatihé pelitidner wag you a minor, when the board of
fand comunissionrerswas closed, and that by reason of liis minor-
ity he was unableda assert bis rights ay the propes 8imé, and be-
fofe the proper authbrity; that under these circumstances he
gatrnot go elsewhere than to the Legisiature for refief, '
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Irom tliese considerations the commitiee have instructed nic
1o repori the accompanving bill and recommend its passage.

A bill for the reliet of the Heirs of Jose Maria Rodriguez:
read first time,

Mr Russell from the committee on private lund claims, No. 2
to which was referred the petition of Benjamu Bryant, reported
a bill for his relief and recommended its pussage.

A bill for the relief of DBenj, Bryant; read Arstume. |

ALr Hil, fron: the commities ou private fand clajws, made the
jollowing refort;

The committes ou private land clahms vo, 1, to which was re-
ferred *- a bilt supplementary o an ect for the teliefl of James W
Mugotlin and Mugh Stepheuson™ and a bill for the relie! of
Suneony JLart, have cousidered the snme.

The commiitee ape satishied from the evidence belnrs them,
that the locations of the certificates for theamnung of lagd, named
i the above named bills was made long betore the crestion of
the * Pacific Beserve,” hut that owing 10 the fuct that putents
of tands en the Rio Grande were prombited {rom issalng on the
terms of an act providing for the investigation of land titles
west of the Neuees river, approved ————-——and the additional
fact that for a long time (he office of District Surveyor in the 15
Puso land district was vacang, so that the filed aotes 20 said lands
cowld hot be retirned to the Gonerai lind offiee.  T'lie cotmmit--
tee ure satisfied that these individnals have uwsed every effort to
prriect thely titles 10 these lunds, that they are 1n the peaceable
and undispnted possession of the sume; under all the elrcum.-
stanees, Vour comnitive are of opininn ihid the subjectis a prop-
cr one dorihe extension of relief. I am therelore instrueted 1w
report said bitls Lack to the Sepate, recoinmending their poss—
ﬁ_gﬂ‘, . :
Ar Scou, chainman of the commitice on public kunds, made
the fotlowing report: -

"The comunittee on public lands, to which was rveferred p hill
10 define in pagl the ith Senaorial district, huve copsidered the
some and Gnd that the gonities of Sohuson wud Pﬂtl‘kﬂl} hich
are proposed by the bill to be added to the fiftn Senatorial dis-
frict svero ereated in pare from the territory whiclh: helonged w
aud formed a parc of the 16th Senatorial district ; and as thagon—
stittition of this Swrie in the 34th gee. of the Fth Article, provides
that © every new coanby us to the right of suffrage and gopre-
seiation, shatl be considersd as part of the coumty or epumniies
from which 1t was taken, vntil entitled by numbers 0 the right
ol seperate representation,’ and your commitiee, entettaiting
e opinion that to passhe bill would be a violation of saad pro—
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visions—therefore the committee report the bill back, recom-
mending its indefinite postponement,

Mr Hill, from the committee on private land claims, made the
following report :

The committes on private land claims, no, 1, to which was
referred the petition of the heirs of Herry Applewhite, have
considered the same and find that said Applewhite emigrated to
Pexas in the year 1833, and that he continued to reside in Texas
up to the time of his death in 183+, T'he committee are of opin-
ion that as he came to Texas and evinced his intention of set—
ting and remaining therein, and died without having received
his head-right; that his heirs are entitled to one third of a
league of land and have instructed me to report the accompa-
nying bill and recommend its passage.

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Henry Applewhite; read
first tine, .

Mr Scott, chairman of the committee on public lands, made
the following report: o

The committee to which was referred the “bill for the teliel
of the professional men of the city of Austin,” have considered
thesame. The committee can sec no beneficial results that will
accrue to the State in making such an appropriation as contem-
plated by the bill out of the public rgouies, and therefore deem
it inexpedient and impelitic to grant such privileges and make
such appropriations to the few.

The committee would further recommend that the committee
ont publie printing be instructed to request the proprietors of the
Tri-Weekly newspapers to discontinue the publication of all mat-
ters foreign to the proceedings of the legisiature, and unless the
said sheets are farnished free from professional cards, legal ad-
vertisements and political discussions, the said committee are to
threaten said proprietors wilh an entire discontinuance of the
saitd sheets, _

Mr Scott mored to suspend rule, and take up the report; the -
motton carried. ‘ ,

Mr Caldwell vffered the following amendment :

Strike out the last two linés, and nsert “said commiltee are
authorized to notify them that the papers will be discontinued.”
.dTh;:ltmendment was adopted and the report as amended, also

opted.

Mr Taylor of Fannin, chairman of the committee on private
land claims, no. 1, to which was referred the petition of Charles
Gilchrist, reported a bill for his relief.

A Dbill for the relief of Charles Gilcrist ; read firat time,

Mr Taylor of Fananin, chairman of the same ¢committee, made
ghe follpwing report ;
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The committee on private land. claims, no. 1, have had under
consideration the Houss bills for the rslief of R. A. Powdrell,
for 320 acres of land, E. M. Thomason, Richardson T. Barnett
and John Clark, and a bill for the relief of C. M. Goolsly, all of
which appear to be entitled to the Bounties of land aliowed, and
" indicated by the bills, by the action of the House of Represen~
rlz):_xlilves--therefore the commtttee recommend the passage of the

ills.

The committes on private land claims, have considered the
petition of C. R. Perry and that of Simon Cockrell, Jobn Neil
and Creed Taylor, asking for lands in consequence of wounda
be received in defence of the country. The committee are of
opinion that they have no jurisdiction over any matter other
than in case where the party is or would be entitled to land un-
der some law of Texas. The applicants claim to not be of that
class. The committee therefore ask that the ¢laims be referred
to the committee on Public Lands. o

Mr Grimes introduced a bill for the relief of the heirs of
Samuel Sawyers dec’d.; read 1st and 2nd times and referred
to the committee on Private Land Claims, no. 2. = -

Mr McCulloch introduced a bill to open the Anditorial Board
for the benefit of persons holding claims against the late Re-
public of Texas for personal servicea; tead Ist and 2nd times
and referred to the committee on the Public Debt. = =

Mr McCulloch also introduced a bill for the reliet of the
heirs of Wilson J Riddle deceased; read 1st and 2nd times
and referred to the committee on claims and accounts.

Mr Scott introdnced a bill to amend the caption and first
section of an act to incorporate the Texas Western Rail Road
Company, approved Feb. 16th, 1855; read 1st and 2nd iimes
and referred to the judiciary committee.

ORDERS OF THE DAY. S

Mr. Grimes moved to take np the resolution of the House,
referring to the appointment of a committes to examine into
Penitentiary affairs—carried. . o :

Mr. Taylor of Cass, moved to amend by striking ount “five”
and inserting * three, ” one frum the Senate and two from the
House, the amendment was adopted. Mr Palmer moved te
lay the resolution on the table—lost. .

Mr Palmer then offered the following amendment : add “And
a like committee to examine the Galveston Canal and the Har-
risburg and Houston Rail Roade—which on motion of Mr Rus-
sel was laid on the table. | L

Mr Guoinn offered the following amendment: "_,'E;oﬁded

;b
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said committee, make said examination at their own expense.”

Mr Palmer offered the following as a spbstitnte: *“ And thas
said commlﬁtee be.provided with a private secretary, and have
their traveimg expenses advanced to them, but shall no¥ be enti-
tled to mileage™—adopted.

%mmes moved to strike out ¢ private secreiary”—-—-lost
andgan proposed as an amendment, “ and that a caw-
Cug bp held to elect a clerk.”

On motion of Mr Grimes, the resolution and amendmento
‘were . ;ala on the table.

'‘On mgtion of Mr Bryan the bill for the improvement of the
Rivers qf' the State was made the special order for to-morrow
at 10 o'clgek.

.- message Was received from the House, informing the Sen-
ate, that the House had adopted the following resolution -

R’eaoﬁved ‘That the Senate concurring, the House of Repre-
:Bentatives W111 adjourn on Fnday the 213% until the 81st day of
Dec. 1855,

"On’ motion of Mr Wh.lte the report of the commlttee on

rthe Private Land Claims, on the petition of Juan Delagado was
" taken up and adopted.
The report of the committes on the Pubhc Debt, on * A blll
gmng the ‘assent of the State of T%xas to an act to prov:de for
. the payment of such credltors of the late Republic of Texas as
..ate “comprehended in the act of Congress of Sept 9th, 1850,
" which’ was passed at ‘the 2nd Session of the Thlrty-thlrd bon-
- Fes8 0 'the United States, and approved Feb, 28th, 1855,” re-
port iedw‘erﬁely to the }:nll bemg the speclal order of the day
en 1

‘%ﬁ' motloh of M¥Palmer the report was laid on the table.

On motion of Mrx, TayloF of Fannm the Senate ‘adjourned
nnnl 3 o'clock, P, M’

| 8 o'clock P. M.

Sénite met —roli called'—quorum present.

The . public debt. bill being under conslderatlon when the
Senal;e sdjourned, was taken up, *

Mr Pofter movegi & call ‘of t,ﬁe House. Absentees, Messrl
> Barrou ghs'and Hord. -

»- - Mr Fedigo presepted t the memorial of Elizabeth Brownlng, '
referred ta t.he mumitteg on private land clnims, no. 1.

On mohnu,of [r Allen, the report of the Judxcuary committee
“on a bill to' incorporate Milam Lodge No. 28 of L. O. 0 F. was
- taken up, and bill ordered to be engmssed -

Mr Allen moved thé suspension of the rule, carrled and b111
read third times and passe&) unanimously.
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Mr Allen, chairman of the committee on enrolled bills re-
ported “a bili to create the 16th Judicial District,” correctly
enrolled, properly signed, and this day presented to the Gov-
eraor. '

Mr Wren moved to adiourn until 9 A. M. to-morrow—Ilost.

Mr Taylor of Cass, moved suspension of the call-—carried.

Mr Scott introduced a “ joint resolution on the subject of our
public debt,” as a substitute for the bill.

Mr Whitaker moved to lay the substitute on the table.

Mr Scott moved to lay both bill and substitute on the table,

On motion of Mr Wren the Senate adjourned till 9 A. M.

fo morrow,

Tuvrspay, December 20th, 1856,

The Senate was calied to order by the President, pursuant te
adjournment—roli called—quorum present,

The Journal of yesterday was read and adopted. S

Ms Hill presented the petition of Anthon Lemceol and that
of Jehn Cawipbell; referred to the committee on Private Land
Claims, No, 2. .

Mr Burroughs presented the petition of sundry citizens of
Jagper ; referred to the committee on Jaternal Improvements. .

Mr Potter, chairman of the Judiciary committee, (o which
was referred “a bill to amend the caption aud first section of aa
act to incorporate the Toexas Western Railroad company,” ap-
proved Febrnary 16th, 1854 ; reported the same back, and re-
cominended its passage.

Mt Potter, chairman of the same committee, made the follow-
ing report: _ : |

“The Judiciary commiitee, to which wasreferred the petition
of lsabella Wingate and Johua Collias, praying that the Comumig-
sionet of the General Land Olfice be authorized to issne tothem
as the heirs and legal representatives of Edward Wingate, pat-
ents ta the lands located by virtue of certificate, No, 39, errone-
ously issued as alleged in said petition, in the name of Edward
Wingate for one-third leagne of land, with the report thereon, by
the committee on Private Land Claims, have considered the same
report them back to the Senate, and request to be discharge
from thie further consideration thereot, - o o

Mr: Caldwell, chairmnan of the committee on Indian affairs,
made the following report : oL

The committee on Indian affairs, to which was referred a bill
for the relief of Samuel Rowe, have considered thesame, and
from the evidence submitted, are satisfied that said Rowe has



